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POST OFFICE AND PACKET ROUTINE, 

GENERAL PosT-OFFICE, JAMAICA. The mails for all parta 
of the island are closed at four, P. M. every Saturday, and 
dispatched from the General Post-office the same day, at six, 
P. M. The retum mails arrive at ten, A. M. every Thursday, 
and the letters are delivered at the General Post-office the 
aJame day, at noon. An extra mail for Spanish Town leaves 
the General Post-office, at nine, A. M. every Friday, and 
arrives again the following day, at eight, A. M. The rates of 
postage are from 7~d. to ls. 3cl. for single letters, according 
to distance. 

Two packets are dispatched monthly from Great Britain 
for this island. The first sails from Falmouth on the Satur­
day after the first Wednesday; touches on her passage at 
Barbadoes, St. Vincent's, and Grenada; and after her arrival 
at Port Royal, where she remains two days, proceeds to Car­
thagena, where she remains until the mail, that is dispatched 
from Bogota on the 25th of every month, arrives, and, after 
her return to Port Royal, proceeds to Falmouth, touching at 
the Crooked Islands on her way home. Three Saturdays 
must intervene between her first arrival at, and final sailing 
from, Port Royal, and, unless postponed by the Governor, 
she sails on the Tuesday following the last Saturday. The 
second sails from Falmouth, on the Saturday after the third 
Wednesday, and heaves to off Jacmel to land a mail for St. 
Domingo. After arriving at Port Royal, she remains two 
days, when she proceeds to Belize, Honduras, where she 
remains two days; and from thence to Zampico, where she 
leaves for la Vera Cruz, and afterwards returns to Zampico, 
in doing which she is occupied ten or twelve days; and then 
proceeds to the Havanna, where she again remains two days; 
and finally prosecutes her voyage from thence to Falmoutb, 
G. B. The mail for Great Britian is made up at the General 
Post-office, on the Monday previous to the sailing of the first 
packet, at four, P. M. The first packet is expected from 
Great Britain about the 20th of every month, and, if she 
arrives between Saturday and Tuesday inclu!'ive, the mails for 
the country are forwarded by express. The second packet 
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THE PRES=J-EDUCATION AND RELIGION. 2()7 

may be looked for about a week after the former, in conse­
quence of her not having to call at the Windward Islands 
in her route. There is no express post for the second 
packet. 

THE PRESS, EDUCATION, AND RELIGION. I connect the three 
foregoing subjects under one head, because they are intimately 
blended with each other. The press is unshackled by stamp 
duties, and on the increase; there are six newspapers (two 
daily and four weekly), in the island, all well conducted, and 
displaying considerable talent;• every class of the community 
has its puMic organ, and there is, perhaps, less p~tty feeling 
and faction displayed than in many journals of the Mother 
Country. Education is r'apidly progressing under the aid of 
the local government, as well as with the assistance of private 
individuals. In the expenditure budget of the island for 
1831, there is nearly £ 10,000 allotted for free schools.t In 
1821, (since which all accounts agree in admitting a very 
great increase), the public or free schools and scholars were, 
Schools, 23; Male Scholars, 1,125; Female, 912; Total, 
2,037. (In 1827 the number of Scholars was 3,500.) 

The efforts for the extension of religion have been great, 
whether they have produced a beneficial effect as yet it is 
difficult to say ; the outlay by the colonial government for the 
purpose is considerable, viz. nearly £ 25,000 per annum, 
(vide Expenditure). The bishop of Jamaica (whose see ex­
tends over the Bahamas and Honduras), has £4,000 sterling 
per annum, and the archdeacon £2,000 ditto. There are 
twenty-one rectors, and altogether of clergymen of the estab­
lished church fifty-seven. The Scots Presbyterian clergy­
men are in number four, the Wesleyan ditto about twenty­
four, the Baptist ditto sixteen, and the Moravian eight. 
The crown livings in Jamaica were in the gift of the 

• The Jamaica almanac stands much in need of reform, it is more barren 
of general information than those of some of the smallest islands in the 
West lndiea. Those of 1832 and 1833 hne in eome degree improved. 

t The Jamaica free echool hu 1,6201.; Wolmer's ditto, 1,5001.; Vere 
ditto, l,120l.; and so on. 
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